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Potassium In soil and plant systems

Potassium (K) is one of the key elements for life on earth. It is required in large quantities by all plants and
animals. The harvesting of plant materials removes potassium from the soil. As the global population and food
production has grown, potassium has to be replaced to maintain the fertility and productive capacity of the soil.
This replenishment plays a vital role in supporting sustainable global food security.
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Sources: Syers, 1998, Krauss, 2003; Pettigrew, 2008; Roemheld and Kirkby, 2010, IPI, 2013; Kirkby, 2013.

IPl is a non-governmental and non-profit organisation with its headquarters in Horgen, Switzerland. Founded in 1952 by German and French potash producers, it is now supported by producers in Europe and the Near East. IPI carries out the major part of its work through a network of coordinators
that work closely with researchers, government offices, extension and agribusiness. IPl's mission is to develop and promote balanced fertilization for the production of higher yields and more nutritious food, together with ensuring sustainability of production through conservation of soil fertility
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